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What is keeping so many of us, and so many of our parishes, from becoming powerhouses of faith

and evangelization is that we don't have a living relationship with Christ that transforms us into

intentional disciples.Forming Intentional Disciples: The Path to Knowing and Following Jesus (Our

Sunday Visitor, 2012) has become one of the most talked-about books of the decade in Catholic

parishes across the country. Written by Sherry Weddell, co-founder and co-director of the Catherine

of Siena Institute, Forming Intentional Disciples takes a cleareyed look at the state of the Church

today. Based on more than a decade of research with Catholics from across the country, the issues

and opportunities in this book connect seamlessly with Pope Francis' call for evangelization as we

open wide the doors of faith!Now the book that is changing hearts has a study guide that will help

you change your parish or small faith community. Created by people who have experienced the

transformative impact of discipleship firsthand, the Forming Intentional Disciples Study Guide

provides tools and resources to "break the silence," initiate conversations, share the story of faith,

and begin walking the path of discipleship together.
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This is the companion book to Forming Intentional Disciples: The Path to Knowing and Following

Jesus. In a talk in a local parish, Sherry Weddell recommended that we think about reading this in a

series group sessions. The study guide is suitable for small groups to do just that. Study groups can

be arranged in a variety of ways. This is something quite popular. For instance, anyone who has led



or participated in such a group for something like The Bible Timeline: The Story of Salvation 2.0 with

Jeff Cavins or any other of his other courses like The Great Adventure Matthew DVDs or James

Pearls for Wise Living would find it easy to lead such a group.To say something about the actual

book itself, I'll tie it in this way. In Go Forth with Hearts on Fire: A Pastoral Letter on the New

Evangelization, Bishop Paul S. Loverde, of the Diocese of Arlington speaks about "lighting" this fire

so necessary for the Evangelization he is promoting and then tending to it.
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